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March 18, 2011

To Dr. Wright, Members of the Board of Education, and Department of Education Staff:

On behalf of Virginia ASCD’s Board of Directors, I write to thank you for the changes that have been made to the Draft Guidelines for the Prevention of Sexual Misconduct and Abuse in Virginia Public Schools (Revised February 25, 2011).  VASCD supports this version of the guidelines.

As stated in our previous objections to the first two versions of the guidelines, we applaud the worthy intent to prevent inappropriate conduct between employees and students in Virginia public schools but support guidelines that allow for local policy development, focus on behaviors rather than communication tools, and do not overly restrict the numerous and rapidly changing forms of communication inherent in today’s classrooms, schools, and communities.

The most recent draft, offered as Item H on the March 24, 2011 Board agenda, addresses our concerns, protects students, and assists school divisions with crafting local policies.

We appreciate the effort that went into considering different points of view in light of changing realities in the way both students and adults communicate and thank you for ultimately creating guidelines that we can support.

Sincerely,
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Ann Etchison, Executive Director
Virginia ASCD
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